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Taxonomy: Originally described by Smith in 

1879 as Lamprops quadriplicata. Genus 

changed to Alamprops in 2018 (Watling and 

Gerken 2019).  

Description 

Size: The holotype, described from Vancou-

ver Island, was 11 mm in length (Hart 1930).  

The illustrated female (from Coos Bay) was 

6 mm long (Fig. 1).  

Color: Light brown, with dark brown on car-

apace and chromatophores (Hart 1930).  

However, Procter (1933) describes that the 

carapace can be divided by a diagonal line 

that is just posterior to the antero-ventral 

notch, with the anterior a greenish color and 

the posterior a deep brown (in Zimmer 

1980).  Descriptions of color in the Cumacea 

are difficult as many species were described 

based on preserved material, where the co-

lor fades.  

General Morphology: Cumaceans are eas-

ily recognizable by a large and inflated cara-

pace and a (relatively) slender, flexible thor-

ax and abdomen (Kozloff 1993; Gerken and 

Martin 2014).  Their bodies can be divided 

into these three major regions:  the cepha-

lon (head) that is covered by a carapace 

and includes the first five pairs of appendag-

es (antennae, mandibles, maxillae, collec-

tively the mouthparts).  Posterior to the 

cephalon is the pereon (thorax), usually 

consisting of five thoracic somites, followed 

by the pleon (abdomen) with consistently 

six pleonites.  The fifth pleonite is usually the 

longest and the pleonites are lacking pleo-

pods in female individuals.  The cumacean 

family Lampropidae is characterized by a 

freely articulating telson with three or more 

Alamprops quadriplicata  

   

Phylum: Arthropoda, Crustacea 
 
     Class: Multicrustacea, Malacostraca, Eumalacostraca 
 
 Order: Peracarida, Cumacea 
 
      Family: Lampropidae 

terminal setae (Watling 2007).  

Cephalon: A carapace covers the cephalon 

and first three thoracic somites and is expand-

ed on either side to form a branchial chamber 

(Watling 2007).  

 Eyes: Female lacks eyes, as in most 

cumaceans (Fig. 1).  Males, on the other 

hand, have well developed eyes (Lamprops, 

Sars 1900) (e.g. Fig. 3).  

 Antennae: The first antenna is well de-

veloped in females with 4ï5 articles 

(Lampropridae, Fage 1951) (Fig. 1).  The 

second antenna is short in females (not 

visible in Fig. 1).  In males, the second 

antenna is with articulated flagellum that is 

rather prehensile, but is generally concealed 

and used for clasping in copulation (Sars 

1900).  

 Mouthparts: Siphon of maxilliped 

clearly visible (Figs. 1) (other mouthparts not 

figured.)  

 Carapace: Carapace is with four 

oblique parallel lines on each side (hence the 

name, quadriplicata) (Smith 1879) (Fig. 1).  

(Note: Fig. 3 is a close-up of L. fasciata, with 

only three parallel lines, for comparison.)  

 Rostrum: Two pseudorostral lobes 

(together called a pseudorostrum), or exten-

sions of the carapace, extend anteriorly but 

do not fuse in front of the head in cumaceans 

(Watling 2007).  The pseudorostrum in female 

A. quadriplicata is short and obtuse (Sars 

1900) (Fig. 1), while in males, it does not ex-

tend beyond anterolateral corners (Hart 1930) 

(Fig. 3).  

Pereon: Consists of five thoracic somites, 

each with paired appendages (pereopods). 
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