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Planning underway (and donations welcome)
for the Charleston Marine Life Center

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~oimb/

OIMB Faculty (Nora Terwilliger, Jan Hodder, Richard Emlet) and graduate
students (Maya Wolf, Wyatt MIller) prepare to dissect a dead humpback
whale on Lighthouse Beach.  Jaw bones, baleen and whale barnacles
were recovered for display and research (photo: Trish Mace).

More than 20 years ago, former OIMB director Jerry Rudy mobi-
lized the Coos Bay Rotary Club to construct a small open-air pavil-
ion overlooking the small boat basin in Charleston.  Ever since,
this pavilion has been opened to the public in the summer months,
with modest displays of living organisms housed in antique wooden
tanks of running seawater.  The animals are still fascinating, of
course, but  the pavilion is showing its age.   Strong summer
winds blow through the chain-link walls, rendering the display
area uncomfortable at best and with four sides open to the sky, we
wage a losing battle against algae on the tank  walls.   In short, the
display is long overdue for an overhall.  Now, with encouragement
from the Port and strong support from the local community, the
State Parks, Oregon Sea Grant and various other groups, OIMB is
in the planning and fund-raising phase of a major expansion and
improvement of this important  public interface.  Designer Butch
Schroeder of North Bend was commissioned to drawn concep-
tual plans (right) for a more attractive facility that will include a
marine mammal gallery, a small marine aquarium, displays on
Oregon fisheries, and a gallery featuring  museum exhibits on the
functioning of  ecosystems and the diversity of local organisms.
The old fish ladder on one end of the facility has been restored to
its original glory and functionality, and outdoor displays on fisher-
ies (overlooking the vibrant unloading docks for the Charleston
fishing fleet) have already been funded by a generous donation
from our good neighbors at Pacific Seafood.  The mammal gallery
will feature spectacular specimens recovered by OIMB students
(under the direction of marine mammalogist Jan Hodder) from
local beaches:  a full 21 foot long Orca (killer whale) skeleton, a 7-
foot sheet of baleen from the maxilla of a  humpback whale (photo
below) , and the old sperm whale skull that most alumni will un-

doubtedly remember from the boathouse auditorium.  The
aquarium area will have large built-in running seawater aquaria
with animals representative of local environments (eelgrass beds,
offshore rock reefs, mudflats, docks, etc.) as well as a surging
tidepool touch tank and a taller tank with small kelp.  On the sec-
ond floor of the facility, a large computer-generated three-dimen-
sional model of the local area (Coos Bay and South Slough estu-
aries and the local shoreline from Bastendorff Beach to Cape
Arago) will point visitors to interesting natural habitats where ma-
rine animals and ecosystems may be visited.  There will be good
views of the shipping channel and boat basin, and displays on the
biology of marine animals and plants, from the estuary to the
deep sea.  Foundation grants for construction funds are pending,
but OIMB still needs contributions of any size to help with mount-
ing of the whale skeleton, the design of professional exhibits, and
fabrication of exhibits.  Our goal is to open the new facility during
the August 2008 Charleston Seafood Festival.  Please join us in
making this exciting project happen!

West and North elevations of the proposed Marine Life Center.

OIMB has been awarded funding from the National Science
Foundation to establish a Center for Ocean Science Education
Excellence (COSEE).  One of eleven centers nationwide, the Pa-
cific Partnerships Center will focus on working with scientists to
increase ocean literacy among community college students and
faculty, and within the informal science education community.  Jan
Hodder will direct the effort, which is a multi-state venture involving
scientists and educators at Hatfield Marine Science Center, South
Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve, Oregon Coast
Aquarium, Oregon Coast Community College, Western Washing-
ton University, Humboldt State University and the University of
Hawaii.

N.S.F. Ocean Science Education Excellence



Craig Young

Professor Emlet’s sabbatical report:

Moving on...
The following graduate students successfully completed their ad-
vanced degrees during 2007.

Jose Marin Jarrin (M.S., Shanks Lab)
studied the hyperbenthic fauna in surf
zones on the Oregon coast.  Wading
through the surf with nets in tow, Jose
obtained numerous insights into the
ecology of the poorly-understood in-
vertebrates and fishes that live in this
wave-buffeted zone. Jose had already
accomplished similar work in his native
Ecuador.   Jose is now a Ph.D. student
in Jessica Miller’s (Ph.D., 2003) labora-
tory at Oregon State University.

Christina Geierman (M.S., Emlet lab)
investigated the ontogeny of feeding
behavior and functional morphology of
the cirral fans in 3 species of acorn
barnacles.   After more than 3  years at
OIMB, she will take a short break,
teaching  at Southwestern Oregon
Community College and revising her
chapters for publication.  Subsequently
she plans to pursue a Ph.D degree at
another university.

Alix Laferriere  (M.S., Shanks Lab)
used the relatively calm waters off Port
Orford to study how Langmuir circuits
(“wind rows”) influence the transport
and distribution of holoplankton and
marine larvae (meroplankton).  This
summer, she and lab mate Stephanie
Schroeder accompanied Dr. Cynthia
Trowbridge to Ireland for research in
Lough Ine, a classic study system for
marine ecologists. Alix is shown here
collecting neuston samples.

Michelle Phillips (Ph.D., Terwilliger and
Johnson Labs) studied molecular events
that occur in Dungeness crabs affected
by physiological and environmental
change.  Michelle  created a cDNA
microarray to examine gene expression
in molting young crabs. Michelle also
worked on gene expression in the deep-
sea hydrothermal vent worm Alvinella.
Here she is shown in the Deep Submer-
gence Vehicle Alvin.  Soon she and hus-
band Mike will begin postdoctoral fel-
lowships in Hawaii.
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My sabbatical this past year was geographically and intellectually
widely dispersed.  I spent a very enjoyable summer 2006 at the
Friday Harbor Laboratories doing research and co-teaching a Larval
Biology course with Richard Strathmann. I left for Queenscliff,
Victoria, Australia (below Melbourne and Pt. Phillip Bay) where I
worked for 5 months studying larval development in sea stars and
sea urchins. Funded by the National Geographic Society, my helper,
Ahna van Gaest (MS ‘06) and I obtained  data  on 10 species in 9
different genera of sea stars with large yolky eggs. The last part of
my sabbatical was spent as a Fulbright Senior Scholar in Colombo,
Sri Lanka.  There I had hoped to work on mariculture of marine
organisms that are exported for the aquarium trade or for food
consumption in Asia.  Due to logistical issues and the timing of the
SW monsoon season,   it proved difficult to obtain animals on

Richard with Sri Lankan termites.

Representing SEA (Shoreline Educa-
tion For Awareness), Mr. Bill Russell,
presents a plaque of appreciation to
Dr. Jan Hodder and the OIMB Direc-
tor at the public lecture in November.
SEA provides volunteer docents who
teach the public about marine mam-
mals in the field.  For many years,OIMB
has partnered with  SEA by providing
training for their docents.

which to work.  Nevertheless I
raised several species of
echinoids to metamorphosis.  I
enjoyed the warmth and
hospitality of many Sri Lankans
and I really miss their excellent,
spicy curries and fresh tuna.  Now
I’m back in the classroom at OIMB
and approaching my course,
Estuarine Biology, with renewed
enthusiasm.

News Briefs

Dr. Jan Hodder was awarded a
prestigious Williams Fellowship from
the University of Oregon for her ser-
vice to undergraduate education.
Funds will be used to investigate op-
portunities for study abroad.  She is
currently serving as president of the
Organization of Biological Field Sta-
tions.
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Craig Young (with marine iguanas
above)  visited the Galapagos Islands
in June  to help commemorate the 30th
anniversary of the discovery of deep-
sea hydrothermal vents.   On a sepa-
rate trip in February, he also worked
on the French Caribbean Island of
Guadeloupe.

Jim Trainer (M.S., Emlet lab, not pictured) completed a masters degree
with a non-thesis option.  His work was on barnacle settlement.

OIMB is pleased to welcome our new
carpenter, Steve Jones (above).
Steve is a licensed contractor  with
extensive experience building resi-
dential and commercial buildings in
California, Oregon and Hawaii.  He
is also an avid conservationist,
surfer and all-round ocean enthusi-
ast.  Here, he works on the roof of
the new visiting scientist residence.

With funding from the Oregon Dunge-
ness Crab Commission, Professor
Alan Shanks has developed an ef-
fective method of predicting crab
catches by trapping megalopa lar-
vae in light traps.   His work received
major news coverage this year.

Head OIMB cook Sharon Clark re-
tired this year after many years of
service in the dining hall.  We held a
party in her honor and thought we
would miss her, but she returned al-
most immediately as a summer tem-
porary employee!  Sharon was re-
placed by her former assistant, Tari
Hannah.

Professor Emerita and former direc-
tor Lynda Shapiro has retired and
now lives in Lake Oswego, OR.  We
wish her every success in her future
endeavors.

Professor Nora Terwilliger spent  a
second summer working on crusta-
cean gene expression at Mt. Desert
Island Biological Laboratories on the
coast of Maine.   This year, her visit
was funded by a fellowship from the
laboratory.

OIMB graduate student Shawn
Arellano (Young lab) is spending a
full year working as an intern in
Washington D.C.  Her internship is
funded by a John Knauss Fellow-
ship in Marine Policy.  Shawn’s spe-
cific assignment is with The Eco-
systems Research Program of
NOAA.  The Knauss fellows chose
the Oregon coast and OIMB as the
venue for their annual educational
field trip on marine affairs.

OIMB librarian Barbara Butler is
serving at the president of the
Friends of the Coos Bay Library.

Andrew Ohana-Richardson (M.S. Shapiro lab, not pictured) worked on
blooms of toxic diatoms that live in the South Slough Estuary.



Recent Donors
We thank the following individuals  and
organizations  for their  kind and gener-
ous  donations over the past year.

Help Support OIMB Students, Projects, Programs and the new Marine Life Center!
Gifts of any size are appreciated and needed.  If you would be interested in discussing tax implications  or other aspects of charitable
giving, please call the director at 541-888-2581 ext. 299. He will put you in touch with a professional who can advise you.

To donate to one of the following  funds,  please clip and provide the following information with your check.

OIMB  Alumni Scholarship                _______________

Robert C. Terwilliger Scholarship   _______________

OIMB Special Projects               _______________

Charleston Marine Life Center       _______________

AMOUNT
Donor’s Name_________________________________

Address ______________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Phone  _______________________________________
E-Mail________________________________________

Please mail contributions  to: Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, U. of Oregon
P.O. Box 5389
Charleston, Oregon 97420

Obituaries:
We are sad to report that  Dr. Chuck Stacek passed away in July
of this year.  Chuck taught Biological Illustration courses at OIMB
from 1992-2006 after a long career as a marine invertebrate bi-
ologist and illustrator in California, Florida and Washington.  He
built self-confidence in generations of students.
Jeremiah Johnson (OIMB MS 1998, Shanks Lab) died tragically
in a snorkeling accident in Hawaii, while serving as a member of
the faculty at University of Hawaii, Hilo.

Craig Young and Paul
Elstone, U. of O. Direc-
tor of Corporate and
Foundation Relations,
traveled to Miami,
Florida in March to ac-
cept a check from the
presidents of Celeb-
rity Cruise Lines and
Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines, joint
sponsors of the Royal
Caribbean Ocean Fund.  The generous donation will provide half
of the cost of a new Variable Pressure Scanning Electron Micro-
scope  that will be used for ecological and morphological research
at OIMB.  The new instrument will arrive from the Czek Republic in
January.  Royal Caribbean recently opened a west-coast call cen-
ter in Springfield, Oregon and OIMB has established a strong part-
nership with the organization. We are currently preparing educa-
tional displays on OIMB and marine science for use in their Spring-
field facility.
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New Faculty Member Hired
After an extensive search, The University of Oregon Biology De-
partment has hired a new faculty member who replaces emeritus
professor Nora Terwilliger (Nora’s still actively working, however!).
Dr. Svetlana Maslakova is a native of Russia.  She received her
undergraduate training and M.S. degree at Moscow State Univer-
sity, working at a marine laboratory on the White Sea.  She did her
Ph.D. at George Washington University under the supervision of
Smithsonian scientist Jon Norenburg.  Sveta is now completing a
postdoctoral fellowship at Friday Harbor Laboratories and will ar-
rive at  OIMB at the beginning of spring term.  She is an expert on
the developmental biology and molecular evolution of ribbon
worms (nemerteans) and other marine invertebrates.
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As I reflect on the past year’s events and accomplishments, I
wish there were space to tell you all of the exciting new things
happening at OIMB.  The things mentioned in this brief news-
letter are only the tip of the iceberg. This year we hosted an
unprecedented number of  visitng classes and visiting scien-
tists from other universities. Our GK-12 program has extended
into two additional school districts, so nearly 4000 local el-
ementary school children now receive weekly science curricu-
lum from OIMB graduate students.  Everything we do is made
possible by  a world-class faculty, a dedicated cadre of gradu-
ate students, and an outstanding and hard-working staff:  Joyce
Croes, Shirley Pedro, Mike Allman, Bill Powell, Steve Jones,
Larry Drape r, Tari Hannah, Della Hunsaker, Celeste Wiedeman
and Valorie Gilbert.   We also depend, more than ever, on your
continuing support.  Please join us by contributing generously
to the Charleston Marine Life Center and other exciting initia-
tives that loom on the horizon.  Thanks from your friends at
OIMB.
                       Craig M. Young, Director

Research Vessel Pluteus ventured into Sunset Bay to re-
cover moorings deployed by scientists at the South Slough
Estuarine Research Reserve.  Dr. Steve Rumrill and OIMB
alumnus Ben Grupe have been studying the microbial com-
munities and flow patterns in the bay.  With the help of
students and staff, Larry Draper sailed RV Pluteus on sev-
eral multi-day research cruises off the Umpqua and Rogue
rivers, where she collected box cores at old dump sites for
the Army Corp of Engineers.  The ship was also used on
numerous field trips for OIMB courses and visiting student
groups from other universities and colleges.

Ph.D. students Paul Dunn (Young lab), Tracey Smart (Emlet and Young
labs) and Maya Wolf (Young lab) take a  snorkeling break from long hours
of sorting plankton and deploying  oceanographic gear in the Bahamas.
This was the first of three NSF-funded cruises  for a collaboraive grant  to
study the foods and feeding mechanisms of deep-sea larvae.  P.I.’s Craig
Young, Michelle Wood, Richard Emlet and Will Jaeckle (Illinois Wesleyan
University) plan to involve numerous graduate students in the project.
The next two years will provide students opportunities to dive in
submersibles in the Bahamas and the Gulf of Mexico.

OIMB at Sea...

South Slough scientists and OIMB stu-
dents sailed on the NOAA  research
vessel McCarthur to sample oceano-
graphic features from Astoria to Cape
Blanco. According to Chief Scientist
Steve Rumrill, the sea was too calm to
award anyone the coveted  “McBarfur”
award. Right: the Oregon Duck Flag flies
over deck.


